From 1719 to 1 794 Jones was editor of the four volumes of Asiatic
Researches, and in these volumes appeared most of hss learned essays
on divers subjects. These are no less noteworthy for their vigour and
versatility than the discourses that he delivered as president of the
Society.

The Orthography of Asiatick Words in Roman Letters, the first
dissertation which was finished sn 1786, is a unique contribution to
linguistics. Jones felt that there was need for a new mode of
transliteration, which would be adequate for the complex needs of the
Asiatic languages. He thought that th.e two existing systems were
defective because, in the one, Indian names were written as the British
ear heard them and, in the other, there was transliteration of the spelling
without any regard for the pronunciation. Hence, there was need for a
fool-proof scientific system based on a close acquaintance of Hindu
phonernscs. He filled the inadequacy of the Roman orthography, which
was incapable of representing all the English sounds, especially the
vowel sounds, by using the French diacritical marks over the vowels.
Thus "he had devised a miniature, first Inter national Phonetic Alphabet
for four languages, specifically ruling out the representation of Chinese
dialects by his system/ 35Though experts in linguistics might find fault
with the Jonesian method on certain points, it was intended for the
particular purpose of transliterating Asiatic writings, and that purpose it

served admirably.

The second dissertation, On the Cods of Greece, Italy, and India,
first written in 1784 and revised later, is a perceptive essay on Indo
Aryan mythology. The basis of the inquiry is that "when features of
resemblence, too strong to have been accidental, are observable in
different systems of polytheism, without fancy or prejudice to colour
them and improve the likeness, we can scarce help believing, that
some connection has immemorially subsisted between the several
nations who have adopted them''? Jones tries to see some resemblance
between the popular worship of the ancient Greeks and Romans and
that of the Hindus; and also between the Greco-Roman religion and
the religions of Egypt, China, Persia, Phrygia, Phoenice, Syria and of
some of the southern kingdoms and islands of America. Jones also
believes that the Gothic system, prevalent in the northern regions of
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